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 Tiger Talk 

   Former Governor Ronnie Mus-
grove asks teachers what are the 
priorities they will deal with this 
year? “The buzz word is priority. 
It’s what is absolutely important, ” 
says Musgrove as he spoke to 
teachers at Canton Public School 
District’s Convocation August 1, 
2006. 
   Musgrove told the crowd of edu-
cators that school leaders may have 
an air that says they are the most 
important person in the building 
but he will break the bad news to 
them that they are not. “Educators 
must realize that the number one 
priority should be the child in the 
classroom, the child with a smile 
looking for hope and opportunity 
or the child looking with a dejected 
sad eye that says please help me,” 
says Musgrove.   
   He shared with educators about 
his upbringing. The former Gover-
nor says his mom dropped out of 
school in the 10th grade and 
worked in a factory. His father 
dropped out in the 8th grade and 
worked with the highway depart-
ment. He says regardless of his 
family’s circumstances, he had a 
teacher who looked at him the 
same and gave him the same op-
portunities as other students in his 
class. 
   Musgrove says it’s also impor-
tant to set priorities in your home. 
He says you must have integrity 
and an understanding of what’s 
important. He says sometimes he 

has helped when perhaps he should not 
have and that could have consequences 
on your family life.  Musgrove says  
having a priority in your community can 
help keep you from getting over-
whelmed. He says learn to say “no” to 
some requests and pick out something 

that is a passion for you. 
    Musgrove told the crowd elected 
officials ought to have priorities to 
help our public schools. He says 
their actions should match up with 
the promises they make. Musgrove 
says if we are to move ahead to-
gether as a State, all of us need to 
move together, that includes those 
who have received a better educa-
tion and those who have not.  
    The crowd of educators gave him 
a standing ovation. Superintendent 
Dwight Luckett presented him with 
a check for $500 dollars from the 
District. Governor Musgrove do-
nated the check back to the Dis-
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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dwight J. Luckett 
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SCHOOL LEADERS VISIT THAD COCHRAN 

 
Members of the Canton Pubic School 
Board of Trustees, Superintendent 
Dwight Luckett, and Curriculum Coordi-
nator Dr. Emma George visit U.S. Con-
gressman Senator Thad Cochran. 
The school delegation shared with the 
Congressman plans to enhance the educa-
tional opportunities for its students. The 
plan also calls for ways to improve the 
overall health and well-being of students 
and the Canton community. School lead-
ers say the Congressman welcomed their 
ideas as they work to make them a reality  
in the near future.  Left to Right: Board Chairman Derek Starling, Dr. Emma 

George, Superintendent Dwight Luckett, Senator Thad Cochran, 
Trustee Olivia Harrell, Trustee Walter Jones 
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trict’s teachers for them to pur-
chase school supplies for their 
classrooms.  
   The district also presented him 
with a plaque. It read: “Presented 
to Governor Ronnie Musgrove for 
his outstanding service and unwav-
ering support of public education. 
Your leadership and vision has 
enriched the lives of countless of 
Mississippi children giving them 
the opportunity for a brighter fu-
ture. The Canton Public School 
District salutes you for setting a 
positive example for us all”. 
 
Musgrove Remembered as the 

“Education Governor” 
 

During his term in office, Governor 
Musgrove focused his attention on 
building a solid foundation for 
economic growth through 
Mississippi’s public schools. From 
the early years of his public service 
career when he focused on the 
basics of air conditioning, 
textbooks, health care benefits for 
educators, and school supply 
money for Mississippi’s teachers to 
his days as Lieutenant Governor 
and his successful push for quality 
education through adequate, 
equitable funding for every public 
school in Mississippi, Governor 
Musgrove changed the face of 
public education in Mississippi. As 
Governor, his commitment 
continued as evidenced by a 
teacher pay package guaranteed to 
meet or exceed the Southeastern 
average, the placement of Internet-
accessible computers in every 
classroom in the state (a first in the 
nation), and his challenge to the  
Mississippi legislature to fund 
education first before any other 
budget matter, a challenge the 
legislature met in 2003. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  ADDRESS 

        “Working Together Works” 

   Superintendent Dwight 
Luckett shared with teach-
ers, school administrators, 
and Central Office direc-
tors his vision and goals 
for the 2006-2007 school 
year as he works to move 
the district forward. 
   Luckett says the Dis-
trict’s priority is improv-
ing academic performance 
by putting children first. 
Increasing accountability 
among the administrative 
staff he says, is the key to 
making sure teaching and 
learning is taking place at 
the highest level of per-
formance. 
 “ When I look at student 
achievement over the last 
several years we have 
made significant improve-
ment. We are not where 
we can be or want to be. 
However, I think with in-
creased focus on teaching 
and learning, conducive 
school environments, and 
increased parental and 
community participation, 
we will move to where all 
of our schools are per-
forming successful and 

above,” says Superintendent 
Luckett. 
    He says the district has taken 
proactive measures to improve stu-
dent achievement in all areas. 
Schools have switched to an AB 
Block Schedule. Teachers will 
have more than 90 minutes to offer 
more rigorous, in-depth instruc-
tion. The schedule also allows 
schools to offer more electives and 
courses targeting student deficien-
cies. The District has also moved 
fifth graders to the elementary 
campuses creating a smaller 
school environment at Nichols to 
help improve academic perform-
ance. Luckett feels these measures 
will help us move more students 
towards grade level achievement.”  



TEACHERS UNDERGO INTENSIVE TRAINING 

The Canton Public School District be-
gan the school year making sure its 
teachers were trained and ready to 
mold young minds by first arming 
themselves with the latest innovative 
teaching strategies.    
Teachers participated in professional 
development sessions on “Middle 
Schools that Work: Teaching in the 
Block”, What’s New in Curriculum 
Assessment, Differentiated Instruc-
tion, Accountability/Accreditation, 
Educating Young Males, Student Pro-
gress Monitoring System, Co-
Teaching/Inclusion, and Teacher Sup-
port Teams  among others. Teachers 
undergo training by participating in 
professional development sessions 
throughout the school year every 
Wednesday. The sessions are designed 
to give teachers the support and infor-
mation they need to help improve stu-
dents’ academic performance.  
 

“I delight in learning so that I can teach.” 
Seneca, The Younger 

Roman Statesman, Philosopher 

   ———————————— 
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TWO HALL OF FAME TIGERS’ JERSEYS ARE RETIRED  

 
Canton High School Students were bursting with Tiger Pride 
when two former Pro-Athletes returned home to celebrate a life-
time of accomplishments. Former Chicago Bulls star Rowland 
Garrett and Former Pittsburgh Steelers legend L.C. Greenwood 
were inducted into the Canton High School Hall of Fame. Stu-
dents held a pep rally to welcome the heroes home. James Sims, 
President of the True Blue Booster Club, worked around the 
clock to bestow this long overdue honor on the Canton natives 
who have achieved so much on the court as well as in life. 
Canton Mayor Fred Esco also issued a proclamation from the 
City.  
Greenwood and Garrett encouraged students to stay in school, to 
dream, to set goals, and to work hard to achieve them. They told 
students with an education their possibilities are endless.         

  

 

Rowland Garrett and L.C. Greenwood celebrate a lifetime of achievements as  CHS students  give them a rousing welcome. 
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TWO HALL OF FAME TIGERS’ JERSEYS ARE RETIRED  

During the In-
duction Cere-
mony students  
escorted L.C. 
Greenwood and 
Rowland Garrett 
as they took their  
walk through the 
crowd to see 
their jerseys offi-
cially retired to 
CHS’ Hall of 
Fame. 
Greenwood 
looks on as 
Rogers/Canton 
High Jersey #71, 
is retired.  
Rowland Garrett 
looks on as his 
 # 40 Jersey is 
retired. Superin-
tendent Dwight 
Luckett wel-
comed the star 
tigers home.   

 



HALL OF FAME TIGERS Cont’d 

On September 22, 2006, Canton Mayor Fred Esco Jr. and the Board of Aldermen issued proclamations to L.C. 
Greenwood and Rowland Garrett Senior. In the proclamation, city leaders wished the men many years of celebra-
tory bliss and hoped that their legacy will arouse the interest of youth and set a charge in them that will enhance 
their eagerness to excel and explore ways to accomplish their goals in life. The proclamation detailed this brief 
summary of their many accomplishments. 
 
L.C. Greenwood, a Canton native, born and nurtured on Walnut Street near Lee Street, is the son of the late Eliza 
and Moses Greenwood. 
He is a 1965 graduate of Rogers High School. He attended Arkansas AM& N on an Academic Scholarship, in Pine 
Bluff, Arkansas, where he received a Bachelor of Science Degree. 
 Greenwood, a former professional football player, played defensive end for thirteen years with the champion Pitts-
burgh Steelers. He played in four Super Bowls and won. He was named a member of every All Pro Team during 
the 70’s. He was also All Pro seven times and played in six Pro Bowls. Greenwood was the only player in the NFL 
to wear “gold shoes”. 
Greenwood, in 1978, became President of Greenwood Enterprises, a Coal and Natural Gas Marketing Company. In 
1989, he became President of Greenwood/McDonald Supply, where he was involved in sales, managing and super-
vision. In 2003, he became President and Owner of the Greenwood Manufacturing Company. 
Greenwood has earned several awards which consists of: the Worthen Sports Award, Professional Athlete-of-the-
Year in Little Rock, Arkansas, Outstanding Achievement Award, awarded Key to the City of Canton, Mississippi 
in 1975, Key to the State of Mississippi, Key to the State of West Virginia, 25th Anniversary   Super Bowl Team, 
Arkansas Hall-of-Fame, and the Mississippi Hall-of-Fame. He has received proclamations from Allegheny County 
Council and the City of Pittsburgh. He is a member of the 75th Silver Anniversary Super Bowl. March 24, 1975 
was declared “L.C. Greenwood Day” in the City of Canton, Mississippi. 
Greenwood is affiliated with several entities such as: Life Member of the NAACP, member of AFTRA-American 
Federation of Theater and Radio, worked on the Miller Lite Campaign doing commercials and promotions for ten 
years, was involved in numerous commercials and industrial films, was involved in over ten national commercials 
and several local commercials. He was also a member of several boards: Cash Advisory Board, Electric League of 
Western Pennsylvania, MTR Gaming and Diakonia. 
 
Rowland Garrett Senior, a native of Canton, Mississippi, is the second child of Coleman Garrett Senior and Lou 
D. Garrett. He is a 1968 graduate of Rogers High School. He excelled as a basketball player, earning All Big 8, All 
State, and First Team All American Honors. He went on to attend Florida State University on a full basketball 
scholarship. In 1972, Garrett led the Florida State Seminoles to the NCAA National Championship Finals against 
UCLA. In 1986, he was inducted into the Florida State Hall-of-Fame. 
In 1972, Garrett was drafted in the 5th round of the NBA Draft by the Chicago Bulls and was also drafted in the 
2nd Round of the ABA Draft by the Memphis Tams. Memphis folded shortly after the Draft, but Rowland went on 
to play three seasons with the Chicago Bulls where he wore jersey #23 before Michael Jordan. Rowland also 
played with the Cleveland Cavaliers and the Milwaukee Bucks before going to play in the Italian Pro-Basketball 
League. There he played for three years. In 1988, Rowland retired from basketball and started his own Chemical 
Manufacturing Company. He remains in business after 26 years.   
He is married to Esther Garrett. They are the proud parents of four children, Rowland Jr., Rowlando, Latosha, and 
Rolonda. 
Garrett stays in top physical condition by playing City League Basketball and training as a Martial Arts Student 
with the Twin Dragon Tae Kwondo. In 2002 and 2004, he was the Mississippi State Champ in his Tai Kwondo 
Division. On July 16, 2006, he earned his 2nd Degree Black Belt.  
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT CONFERENCE 

The Canton Public School District’s Parent Center 
thanks you for your support! 

 
Parent Coordinator Pearl Otis says the Parent Involvement 
Conference on Saturday, September 9, 2006 was a success 
thanks to the support of parents, community, and business 
leaders. Display tables full of valuable information and 
resources were available to parents –all under one roof at 
Canton High School. Vendors provided information on 
everything from healthy nutritional choices to how to teach 
your child to say no to drugs and alcohol. Students and 
parents also received information from the offices of Cur-
riculum, Exceptional Services, State and Federal Programs 
and others. Parents were also motivated by dynamic 
speaker Lisa Campbell, Mississippi Development Author-
ity Energy Education Specialist, who encouraged parents 
to nurture their child’s future by staying involved in their 
lives. Afterwards participants gathered outside for a cook-
out and other fun-filled activities.  
 
  

Special Thanks to:   
   

Contributors  
100 Black Men of Canton                                  

All American Check Cashing 
Bank Plus 

Brown Bottling Company 
Canton Fire Department 

Canton Municipal Utilities 
C.O.R.D. Coalition 
Family Memorial 

Hamlin’s Floral Designs 
Isadore Harris, Jr. 

Manning Tire Company Inc. 
Mosby’s Drug Store 

Nissan 
Quality Cleaners 
Superior Tires 
Superl Florist 

Tate’s Furniture Land Inc. 
Kelvin Jones 
Walter Jones 

Western Sizzlin  

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
    Are you concerned about your child? Let us help you. 
 
   Effective Parenting Classes are underway at the Parent Center. 
Classes will be held weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays from  
9:30  a.m. until 11:00 a.m. 
A few of the topics that will be addressed are   “How to Help Your 
Child Succeed in School”, “Appropriate Discipline”,  “Helping Chil-
dren Create A Love for Reading and  Math” and “ Anger Manage-
ment”. 
 If you are interested in attending the Effective Parenting Classes please 
call the PARENT CENTER immediately at (601) 853-5889. 
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Bobbie Jones, Lisa Camp-
bell,Pearl Otis 

W.K. Luckett,Mary Jones, Denise 
Green 

State & Federal Programs 



NICHOLS’ OPEN HOUSE       

CES’ MARQUEE DONATION/OPEN HOUSE       

                          CES gets Lighted Marquee 
 
Canton Elementary School now has a beautiful new, lighted 
school marquee.  An installation ceremony was held Thurs-
day, August 24, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. The marquee was donated 
by the 2005-’06 PTA and the 100 Black Men of Canton. 
CES Principal Rhonda Powe thanked the groups for donating 
the marquee. She says it will help her keep parents and the 
public informed of all of the exciting activities the school 
will hold. 
 
                                      Open House 
 
 Open House followed the installation ceremony.  Many par-
ents and visitors attended.  All parents were welcomed to 
visit their children's classrooms to get acquainted with teach-
ers, new Principal Rhonda Powe, and new Assistant Princi-
pal Timothy Chambers.  Canton Elementary School wel-
comes all parents and is looking forward to working together 
to make this school year a success.   

 Nichols Middle School leaders welcomed parents to Open 
House. Leaders say the school year is off to a wonderful 
start with Roosevelt Greenwood as Principal. Greenwood 
mailed letters to parents stressing the importance of students 
wearing uniforms. When school began 99 % of the students, 
along with some of their parents, arrived wearing their uni-
forms. Greenwood thanks parents for making this possible. 
The uniform colors are white tops and navy bottoms. They 
are to be worn Monday through Friday. Assistant Principal 
Yvette Young informed parents their involvement is crucial 
to their child’s academic success. Nichols’ band showcased 
their talents to the parents delight. 

Page 10 Canton Public School District             
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CESC’S OPEN HOUSE 

MCNEAL’S OPEN HOUSE/GRANDPARENTS’ DAY 

Canton  Educational Services Center held its Open House  to en-
courage  parents and guardians to take an active role in their child’s 
education. Principal Roosevelt Roberts ensured parents that  the 
faculty and staff remain committed to the academic success of its 
students. He told them in order for students to be successful they 
must be committed to doing all assignments.  Parents were encour-
aged to monitor their child’s work by calling the school and talking 
with their child’s teachers. He informed parents progress reports 
will be sent out at the mid-point of each nine weeks. Roberts said it 
is important that parents attend all scheduled parent conferences 
and PTA meetings. He asked parents to help with attendance by  
ensuring that their child is at school on time each day and dressed in 
the proper attire.  He also asked parents to limit early dismissals 
unless it is absolutely necessary. Teacher Turquoise Meeks  goes 
over Math problems with students eager to share what they have 
learned. 

 
                                       Open House 
McNeal Elementary School’s Open House was a great success.  
Despite the rainy weather, many parents came out to show their 
support.  Principal Carrie Wade talked to parents about how 
they can help ensure their child will have a successful aca-
demic year.  Parents asked questions and offered suggestions. 
Teachers were introduced and gave encouraging words to par-
ents and students.   
 

Grandparents Show Their Support 
McNeal School leaders thank all grandparents who showed 
their support by coming out September 14, to participate in 
Grandparent's Day Celebrations at the School. School officials 
showed their appreciation by offering families a good meal and 
great entertainment.  Faculty, joined by some McNeal students, 
entertained grandparents by singing everything from "Wade in 
the Water" to  "Wind Beneath my Wings."  The school salutes 
its Grandparents and encourages them to keep working to-
gether with school officials to help educate their grandchil-
dren.    

 

 



CSAS’ PARENTS BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT 
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Hundreds of concerned parents at-
tended the Canton School of Arts& Sci-
ences' first "Parents Back-to-School 
Night" Thursday, September 14th. Par-
ents met their child's teachers and other 
school leaders. The choir, led by 
award-winning director Harry Watson, 
performed so beautifully parents gave 
them a standing ovation. Parents toured 
the new state-of-the-art facility and af-
terwards were invited to a fellowship 
dinner. Superintendent Dwight Luckett 
encouraged parents to stay involved in 
their child’s education and to work with 
the district to help ensure their success. 
School Principal Dr. Pallascene Cole 
thanked all parents for coming out to 
show their support and looks forward 
to working with them throughout the 
year.  
 
 



CSAS’ ART EXHIBIT: “ LITERACY WITHIN REACH ” 

Parents were also treated to a wonderful art 
exhibit entitled "Literacy Within Reach". 
It uses the arts to encourage children to 
learn to read. The exhibit is present by local 
Canton Businessman, Tom Alexander. He 
says he wants to inspire and encourage stu-
dents that their dreams are within reach by 
learning to read. Alexander says the central 
theme of the exhibit is a community that 
can read is able to build for itself a positive 
future. He says literacy encompasses every 
aspect of life from reading road signs to 
filling out job applications. Alexander says 
children need to understand literacy is one 
of the most important factors in determin-
ing their success and the success of a com-
munity. Dr. Cole also encourages other lo-
cal artists to share their works of art with 
students.  

“If we succeed in giving the love of learn-
ing, the learning itself is sure to follow.” 

John Lubbock 
English Businessman, Writer 

—————————————————————— 
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CPSD HOMECOMING PARADE 
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Canton tigers show their tiger pride September 22, as 
they march in the Homecoming Parade. L.C. Greenwood 
and Rowland Garrett served as Grand Mar-
shall .Superintendent Dwight Luckett and Central Office 
personnel joined in the fun. Creative floats, excited baby 
tigers,  Homecoming Royalty and marching bands sere-
naded the crowd with dazzling performances.   

Mr. & Miss CHS 
 Christopher Kelly & Constance Sanders 



“COMING HOME TIGER STYLE” 

left to right: Mr. Science- Albert Williams, Miss Math- Bre'Ona Johnson, Miss 
C.E.S.C.- Rhonda Henry, Mr. C.E.S.C.-Dale Fisher, Mr. English- Charles James, 
Miss English- Sharrica Harmon, and Jr. Mr. Math- Albert Williams  

Miss Cheerleader: Krista Archie Mr. 
Football: Jamarcus Jackson 

Miss Canton Career Center: Verlillian 
Williams & Escort Bryant Robinson 
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CHS HOMECOMING HIGHLIGHTS 
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Canton High Principal Cleveland Anderson crowns Homecoming Queen Charmaine Smith who is escorted by Avery Williamson. 

 

Homecoming Contestants & Escorts: Que Rhonda Davis& Ralph Chambers, 
Brittany Smith& Billy Porter, Amanda Williamson& Claude Banks, Brittany 
Grant & Escort, Shaneka Coleman& Tobyus May    Coronation Participants: 
Mr. CHS: Christopher Kelly, Miss CHS: Constance Sanders, 1st Runner Up 
Miss CHS: Ashley Handy& Justin Hughes, 2nd Runner Up Miss CHS: Toneka 
Rogers& LaQuintas Simmons, Mr. Freshman: Omar Travis, Miss Freshman: 
Joanna Gross, Mr. Sophomore :Alexander Jones, Miss Sophomore: Alyssa 
Coleman, Mr. Junior: Simon Collier, Miss Junior: Bionka Smith, Mr. Senior: 
Morgan McMurtrey , Miss Senior: Tyrerra Thompson, Mr. National Honor 
Society:  Shaka Moody, Miss National Honor Society: Anastasia Mitchell 



DISTRICT NEWS 

 
 A Madison Church donates supplies to Canton Elementary Schools  
 
Parishioner Lucy Weber delivers bags of school supplies donated from her 
Madison church to Canton Public Schools Superintendent Dwight Luckett. 
Reverend Henderson Rasberry pastors the Madison United Methodist Main 
Street Church, which has donated supplies to the district for several years. 
The goodies included everything from book bags to books and art supplies. 
The supplies were dispersed among the district’s three elementary schools 
Canton Elementary, McNeal Elementary, and Canton School of Arts and 
Sciences. The District thanks the members of the church for donating these 
much needed items. The students were grateful to receive them and eager to 
put them to use. 
 
 
Pictured: Superintendent Dwight Luckett and Lucy Weber  

To show their appreciation and offer encouragement to local teachers, the Education 
Committee of the Canton Chamber of Commerce/ Main Street volunteers to deliver 
refreshments. Hats off to local businesses that donate the items. Here is this year’s 
schedule: 
 
SCHOOL                              STAFF     MTH.        NAME                DONOR 
Holy Child                   16       Sept.      Debbie Morgan          Christine’s 
Canton Academy (2 schools)       29      Oct.       Ben Barnette               Asset Group 
McNeal Elementary                     65      Nov.      Beverly Luckett          Harkins 
Canton Elementary                      55      Dec.       Deborah And.             Davidson’s Bakery 
Canton Arts and Sciences            50      Jan.        Sandy Sinclair             Canton Café 
Nichols Middle School                70      Feb.       Quanyatta Benson       Piggly Wiggly 
Canton Education Services          20      Mar.      Jewelry Johnson         Western Sizzlin 
Canton Career Center                  13         “             “             “                  “ 
Canton High School                    50       Apr.       Frances Willamson      Christine’s 
 
Some members of committee pictured left to right: Mollie Blackmon, Ben 
Barnette, Clarice Coney, Jewelry Johnson, Richard Austin, Quanyatta 
Benson, Debbie Morgan,  Sister Anita , Sandy Sinclair, Beverly Luckett 
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Advisory Council Meeting 
 

Mike Myrick, Canton Career Center Director, welcomed members from 
the community and business sector to its Advisory Council 
Meeting, October 5, 2006 at 8:00 a.m.  
Dwight Luckett, Superintendent of Canton Public Schools  
addressed the group. Joe Weaver, CEO of The Madison County Medical 
Center, also spoke to CCC's Advisory Council Members about employ-
ment in the medical field in the Canton area.  
 
Pictured from left to right: Mike Myrick, Director of Canton Career, 
advisory council student representative; Jasmine Smith, parent 
representative; Constance Smith, and Advisory Council  
member; Hattie Chambers  
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CANTON PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

As a member on the Canton Public School District 
Board of Trustees and a retired educator for thirty years, 
my efforts are geared towards helping to create a learn-
ing atmosphere that focuses on the success of all stu-
dents. We must continuously strive to improve the edu-
cational process so that our students will not only excel 
academically, but will become well-rounded thinkers 
with positive attitudes and a strong sense of values. 
There have been great efforts put forth to bring about 
more parental and community involvement in the educa-
tional process. The superintendent, assistant superinten-
dent, principals and the administrative staff have worked 
diligently with the school board exerting all of their 
expertise to help create a curriculum that will enhance 
the learning process of all students. With everyone 
working together , No Child Will Be Left Behind.  

My vision of the future for the Can-
ton Public School System is to create 
a culture that emphasizes lifelong 
learning and that motivates and chal-
lenges students to do and be their 
best. The Board will work diligently 
and collaboratively with school ad-
ministrators to develop and imple-
ment systems that will accentuate 
continuous improvement in all as-
pects of education.  

Derek Starling 
Board Chairman 

Leigh Michael Pace 
Board Vice Chairman 

Olivia Harrell 
Secretary 

Jimmie Goodloe 
Trustee 

Walter Jones 
Trustee 

John Christopher 
Board Attorney 

A successful public education system is vital to 
the educational and economic survival of any 
municipality. The Canton Public School Board is 
striving to create an environment conducive to 
learning for the children of our district. In raising 
the educational level of our district, it is impera-
tive that all sectors of the community become 
involved with the activities of the district. Our 
children deserve our best effort, and in return, we 
will receive their highest achievement. The Can-
ton Public School Board and staff are committed 
to making this happen. Support the city of Can-
ton by supporting our schools. 

Many students come to school 
each day excited about learning. 
However, some of our students 
bring problems and concerns 
from home and the neighbor-
hood into the classroom hoping 
that school can be a bright spot 
in their day. We have an obliga-
tion to meet the challenges of 
these students and all other stu-
dents.  

I envision that our school board will play an 
integral role in determining the fulfillment of 
the Canton Public School District's mission of 
public education for the district and commu-
nity through vision, accountability, advocacy 
and structure. Through vision the Board will 
aggressively promote the concept of strength-
ening the link between home, school and com-
munity thus striving to make our schools a 
center in the community. Through accountabil-
ity the Board will govern with emphasis on 
district vision; encourage diversity in view-
points; focus on strategic planning/leadership 
and govern proactively rather than reactively; 
thus, consistently promoting the highest possi-
ble performance by schools and students, and 
monitoring student achievement.  

As Board Attorney, I work very 
hard to make sure the  letter of the 
law is followed on everything from 
contractual issues to board policies. 
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Canton Elementary honors its  
September “Students of the Month”.  
 
One student from each classroom 
was chosen as Student of the Month.  
The student chosen must maintain 
good grades as well as exhibit good 
behavior. We salute you. Keep up the 
good work! 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

First Row:  
Aireanna Taylor, Diamond Johnson, Brianna McGee, Tyasia Wilkes, Ashante Porter, Tyrequez Carter, Curtis 
Washington, Ivory Patterson 
 
Second Row: 
Jamartez Tillis, Kourtnee Hobson, Oneshia Jones, Markeisha Hodges, Justina Huff, Jerquarius Brown, April 
Handy, Brittany Slaughter 
 
Third Row:  
Assistant Principal Timothy Chambers,Maderius Mann, Ytyrick Smoots, Tierra Travis, Diamond Collins, Donovan 
Horne, Djimon Moore, Demonya Jackson, Principal Rhonda Powe 

Canton Elementary School 
Teachers of the Month 

 
Each month Canton Elementary School personnel 
honors a teacher that has gone above what is expected 
of him/her. He/She works diligently with all students 
and teachers to enhance the learning process. This 
month there was a tie for September “Teacher of the 
Month”. The teachers earning this title are Mrs. Mary 
Ware, Fourth Grade Exceptional Services Teacher and 
Ms. Mary Cook, Fourth Grade Teacher.  
 
 

Pictured left to right : Assistant Principal Timothy Chambers, Mrs. Mary 
Ware, Ms. Mary Cook and Principal Rhonda Powe 



         MISSION 

The mission of the 

Canton Public 

School District, with 

full participation of 

parents and the to-

tal community, is to 

enable all students 

to become analytical 

thinkers, self-

directed lifelong 

learners and effec-

tive communicators 

who are prepared to 

continue their edu-

cation and /or to en-

ter the workplace 

and to participate in 

society as responsi-

ble  citizens. 

403 East Lincoln Street 
Canton, MS 39046 

Phone: 601-859-4110 
Fax: 601-859-2367 
Email:bluckett@mde.k12.ms.us 
Beverly Luckett , Editor 
Public Relations Director 
 

C an ton  P ub l i c  S cho o l  
D is t r i c t  

“Working Together Works” 

McNeal Elementary has Parental Involve-
ment Workshop 

 
McNeal Elementary School teachers, Marla 
Pittman and Cartessia Smith presented the 

monthly “Muffins for Moms” 
parental involvement workshop. 
Nineteen moms participated in the 
workshop held August 16, 2006. 
The workshop focused on phone-
mic awareness, one of the compo-
nents of reading. Teachers involved moms in different activities to demon-
strate how to teach phonemic awareness. Moms say the lessons will help 
them enhance their child’s learning at home. 

Renowned Author Visits Canton 
Schools��������

  
Robert Little, a renowned author and 
motivational speaker, visited students at 
McNeal Elementary School ,Canton Ele-
mentary, and Canton School of Arts and 
Sciences September 19.  He spoke to the 
students about the importance of having 
dreams and always believing in those 
dreams. He told them dreams can be 
powerful if you do all that you can to 
make them a reality. Little also read several of his books to students. After-
wards, students were able to purchase his autographed books. Students 
were so excited and attentive. Little also gave a motivational speech to 
parents at a district-wide PTA meeting.  


