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Message from the Superintendent

July 30, 2020
Dear Parents, Staff, Community, and Other Stakeholders,
Canton Public School District’s Board of Trustees and the administration of the
district are committed to beginning our 2020-2021 school year in a manner that
balances the need for normalcy with the need to ensure the safety of everyone
involved. Using the Mississippi Department of Education’s Considerations for
Reopening Mississippi’s Schools, we have selected the 100% Virtual Model to begin
our school year. In this virtual model, students will attend classes virtually five
days per week. We will use methods such as synchronous instruction and online
instructional platforms to ensure that all students receive the same levels of
rigorous instruction and learning interventions as they would if we were present in
a traditional format.
In the coming days, we will be presenting newly adopted policies, processes, and
procedures that have been developed as a result of our non-traditional format and
best practices associated with COVID-19. This document outlines the major
considerations related to the opening of school for the 2020-2021 school year. We
ask for your continued support, grace, and flexibility as we adjust our plans as new
information becomes available.
Parents, students, staff, community, and other stakeholders: together, we can do
this!

Sincerely,
Gary Hannah
Gary Hannah, Superintendent
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Plan Overview
 This guide presents protocols developed to prevent the spread of
the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19. It is based on
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, the Mississippi
Department of Education, and the Mississippi Department of
Health.
 The top priority in all decisions made by the Canton Public School
District is the health, safety, and well-being of our students,
employees, and the community.
 If and when the circumstances surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic changes, this guidance may also change.
 Please check our website regularly for the latest information.
 This plan highlights considerations for the district’s virtual (100%
online) as well as safety guidelines for the district’s staff, who will
teach online from their classrooms each day.
 Our Virtual Learning Instructional Plan has three major
components: Content Delivery, Digital Resources, and
Instructional Support.
o The Content Delivery section defines the online resources
that students will use for core instructional areas and the
supplemental resources that may be used to enhance students’
learning.
o The Digital Resources section provides the steps that the
district is taking to ensure that all students will have access to
hardware devices in order to engage with digital instructional
materials and instruction delivered virtually.
o The Instructional Support section defines the expectations
and supports the district will provide for staff to prepare virtual
learning resources and how the district will support parents as
they assist their children at home.
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Description of the Instructional Model
 Using guidelines from the Mississippi Department of
Education and recommendations from the Centers for Disease
Control (CDC), the Canton Public School District has
developed a plan that allows us to create a learning
environment that will allow us to successfully and safely
operate. Our plan is focused on protecting the health, safety,
and wellness of students, staff, and the community. Our
ultimate goal is to provide all students with the best possible
learning experience that is as close to normal as health and
safety will allow. Canton Public School District acknowledges
that these plans are intended to mitigate risk while
simultaneously being fluid enough to make changes as
information changes. There is no single measure or plan that
will completely eliminate the risks of contracting the virus,
but the implementation of several coordinated actions,
processes, and procedures can significantly reduce the risk of
infection.
 Our students deserve to be challenged and engaged in
relevant and meaningful learning each day and will be taught
content each day that is aligned with Mississippi’s College
and Career Readiness Standards.
 Students will be considered virtually present according to
MDE’s attendance guidelines, found here: MDE Attendance
Policy and FAQs
 The district’s current policies on attendance and truancy will
remain in effect.
 The expectation is that students will complete their
assignments as if they were in school. Assignment due dates
may vary according to the student’s grade level and/or course,
but most assignments are due on Friday of each week.
 With digital learning resources and supports, the district will
ensure learning equity.
 Students will be graded on all assignments using the district’s
grading policy.
 Virtual classes will use district-supported learning materials,
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texts, and instructional resources, similar to those used in our
previous traditional format.
 All students will continue to receive appropriate support and
services through the General Education Program, the
Exceptional Education Program, and the English Learners
Program as needed.
 Students will receive emotional support from their school’s
guidance counselor as needed through virtual sessions.
 Schools will strive to enhance effective communication and
build strong familial relationships as we operate under these
new conditions.

Virtual Scheduling Plan
 Canton Public School District will implement a Synchronous
Online Model (digital-virtual) in grades K-12 using Google
Classroom (Pre-K-5) and Canvas (6-12).
 Additionally, Canton Public School District will implement an
Asynchronous Offline Model (Learning Packets and
teleconferencing) for students in grades PK-12 who do not
have reliable internet access, in instances in which devices
are not available, and for any other circumstance that would
necessitate the need for an alternative to the online delivery
model. Also, grades 6-12 will implement the Asynchronous
Offline Model for the first three weeks of school as Canvas
plans are finalized.
 Teachers’ planning period (district-wide) will occur during the
11:30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. lunch break for students. Teachers will
be allowed 30 minutes for lunch, and the remaining hour will
be spent in individual planning, professional learning
communities (PLCs), and/or focused faculty meetings.
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Instructional Guidance
 Students must have access to reliable internet service. Initially,
laptops will be provided for students who do not have them using
our existing supply of laptops. Once we receive new devices,
laptops will be issued to all students in the district.
 Students will be expected to follow a daily schedule.
 Students are expected to participate in class and interact with the
teacher and each other.
 Daily attendance will be monitored using the district’s two
Learning Management Systems (LMS), Google Classroom and
Canvas.
 Pre and post assessments, along with mid-year formative
assessments, will be scheduled and administered for progress
monitoring as usual.
 Students will be held to the same academic standards as in
previous years, including assignments, assessments, and all other
instructional requirements.

Technology Requirements
 Hardware and Software: Desktop and laptop computers will
provide the most user-friendly experience with all of our digital
learning platforms and learning management systems. We
recommend that families update software and internet browsers
regularly on each device. Devices must have a working webcam
and microphone.
 Browsers: The latest versions of the following browsers are
appropriate for students’ learning needs:
o
o
o
o
o

Google Chrome
Mozilla Firefox
Internet Explorer 11 or newer
Microsoft Edge (Windows 10 only)
Safari (Mac only)

 Parents who experience connectivity issues should contact CPSD’s
Technology Department at 601-859-6850.
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 Although we regularly test our educational management systems,
many mobile devices may not be fully compatible with thirdparty curriculum platforms that are accessed. These include: iPad,
iPhone, iPod, Kindle, and Android devices.

District-Issued Laptops
 A laptop is defined as any portable computer that is not a
stationary desktop. Types of laptops include but are not limited to
Chromebooks, Macbooks, Dell laptops, etc.
 Initially, laptops will be provided for students who do not have
them using our existing supply of laptops (regardless of the model
selected). Once we receive new devices, laptops will be issued to all
students in the district.
 Laptops must be checked back in to the district at the end of the
school year.
 To receive a laptop from the district, parents must meet the
following requirements:
1. Child must be registered for school.
2. Parent must pay a one-time technology fee of $50.00.
3. Parent must attend at least one Virtual Parent
Academy.
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Instructional Plan Overview
Students will have access to digital (online)
learning materials and instructional
activities to maintain virtual engagement.


Elementary students will access learning
materials through a learning management
platform (Google Classroom) which will provide
all of the materials required for sustaining a
student’s academic preparation in essential
learning areas.



Secondary students will access learning materials
through a learning management platform
(Canvas) in subject areas that sustain a
student’s academic preparation in essential
learning areas.

CONTENT
DELIVERY

DIGITAL
RESOURCES

Students will have access to digital
learning
devices
and
Internet
connectivity in order to engage with
instructional learning materials.




Parents will complete a survey to share needs,
and the district will develop a plan for device
distribution.
Parents will be required to attend at least one
Parent Academy to receive a district-issued
laptop.

Teachers will receive professional development
and strategies for teaching in a digital (online)
learning environment.
INSTRUCTIONAL Parents will receive training on strategies for
SUPPORT
assisting their children with learning at home.
There is not an expectation that parents are
their children’s teacher, but rather, an at-home
support system.
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Content Delivery Glossary
Adapted Learning: Adapted Learning is providing learning
experiences outside of the traditional classroom. One form of adapted
learning is synchronous learning, which occurs when learners
participate in an online learning course at the same time but in
different locations. In synchronous learning, students interact with
the instructor and other participants. This interaction is done through
an online platform that creates a virtual classroom. CPSD will utilize
synchronous learning in its Virtual Learning Model. Students for which
it has been confirmed that their area does not have reliable internet
service will receive learning packets and support via teleconferencing.
Additionally, this alternative will be used in all circumstances in which
the virtual model is not feasible.
Learning Management System: A learning management system
(LMS) is a software application for the administration, documentation,
tracking, reporting, and delivery of educational courses, training
programs, or learning and development programs. CPSD’s elementary
schools will utilize Google Classroom as its LMS, and CPSD’s middle
and high schools will utilize Canvas.
Video Conferencing: Video conferencing refers to the use of video
technology (both hardware and software) to create a virtual meeting
between two or more people in different physical locations. Participants
can see and hear each other through this technology. Popular methods
of video conferencing include Zoom and Google Meet.
Virtual Learning: Virtual learning, or online learning, is a system for
learning and teaching using the internet and special software.
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Instructional Plan Description: Elementary Schools
General Program Details
 Face-to-face,

small group instruction, and one-to-one

instruction.
 Group activities.
 Flipped lessons/labs using video lessons and screencasts.
 Short formative assignments.
 Threaded discussions.
 Virtual labs, scenarios, demonstrations.
 Hands-on activities.
 Independent reading, writing, research, exercise, and
projects.
Instructional Resources
Google Classroom is a kid-friendly learning management platform
designed for every grade level and special program. This platform will
house links to all necessary lesson materials, texts, and videos. It also
allows students to engage in live lessons with their teachers and peers.
The purpose of this learning management system is to ensure that all
families have consistent and equal access to the curriculum. All Google
Classroom sessions will be recorded and made available to students in
the event that they are absent or need to review lessons.
 Elementary Core Instructional Materials are:

o English Language Arts











Phonics First
Ready Mississippi Reading Instruction
MyOnReading
Accelerated Reading
iReady
TeachMe
ABC Mouse
Starfall.com
OWL Curriculum
Freckle
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o Math
 Ready Mississippi Math Instruction
 iReady

o Science
 STEMscopes
In addition to the core programs, each school has supplemental programs for content
areas. Please see individual principals for information on supplemental instruction.
 Instructional Time Guidelines Per Day

o Kindergarten – 2nd grades is scheduled for
approximately 240 minutes a day.
 Individual schools will provide a specific instructional
schedule with specific times for subject areas. Hence, the
schedule below gives a general breakdown of students’
instructional day.
Pre-Kindergarten – Second Grade Instructional Schedule
7:30-8:15
Breakfast
8:15-9:00
Instruction Begins (Carpet Time,
Morning Drills)
9:00-9:30
Whole Group Instruction
9:30-10:00
Phonics First
10:00-11:30
Small Group Instruction
11:30-1:00
Lunch
1:00-1:45
Math
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 3rd – 5th grade is scheduled for approximately 285 minutes a
day.
 Individual schools will provide a specific instructional schedule
with specific times for subject areas. Hence, the schedule below
gives a general breakdown of students’ instructional day.
3rd -5th Grades Instructional Schedule
7:30 a.m. – 8:15 a.m.
Breakfast
8:15 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Phonics First and Close Reading
9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Close Reading
10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Writing
11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Lunch and Break
1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
Math and Science
2:30 p.m.
Instruction Ends
o Each Special (PE, Art, Music, and Counseling) will be
assigned one day a week to provide some alternative
activities for students to participate in – movement,
creativity, musical, mental health focus.
Assessment
 Elementary assessments will be in the form of both formative

and summative.
o Formative Assessment: Formative assessment data for
elementary students will be collected through iReady,
Certica, and Google Classroom platforms.
o Summative Assessment: Summative assessment data
will be collected in the spring. Students will
participate in the Mississippi Academic Assessment
Program. Students will be assessed in language, math,
and fifth grade science. This data will measure
students’ acquisition and retention of essential
learning standards from throughout the academic
year.
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Instructional Plan Description: Middle and High
Schools (Secondary)
General Program Details
 Face-to-face,

small group instruction, and one-to-one

instruction.
 Group activities.
 Flipped lessons/labs using video lessons and screencasts.
 Short formative assignments.
 Threaded discussions.
 Virtual labs, scenarios, demonstrations.
 Hands-on activities.
 Independent reading, writing, research, exercise, and
projects.
Instructional Resources
Canvas is a student-friendly learning management platform designed
for multiple grade levels. The benefit of this platform is that it is also
used by many colleges and universities, thus preparing students for
success in post-secondary institutions. This platform will house all
necessary learning materials, texts, and videos. It also allows students
to engage in live lessons with their teachers and peers. The purpose of
this learning management system is to ensure that all families have
consistent and equal access to the curriculum. All Canvas sessions will
be recorded and made available to students in the event that they are
absent or if they need to review lessons.
 Secondary Instructional Materials include (but are not limited to):
 iReady
 Curriculum Associates
 Various Leveled Texts
 Algebra Nation
 Khan Academy
 Adopted Textbooks
 STEMscopes
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Edgenuity
Newsela
Common Lit
Various news-based resources
Content-based manipulatives
Grade/subject appropriate calculators

In addition to the core programs, each school has supplemental programs for content
areas. Please see individual principals for information on supplemental instruction
and interventions.
 Instructional Time Guidelines Per Day
o
o
o

o

Middle school students will have approximately 320
minutes of instruction daily.
High school students will have approximately 330
minutes of instruction daily.
The secondary schedule requires students to exercise a
considerable
amount
of
discipline
and
time
management. Students should be sure to, whenever
possible, handle all restroom and other personal needs
before classes begin and during lunch.
Students will be considered late to class after 10
minutes.

7:00 a.m.-7:50 a.m.
7:30 a.m.-8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.-8:55 a.m.
9:00 a.m.-9:45 a.m.
9:50 a.m.-10:35 a.m.
10:40 a.m.-11:25 a.m.
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
1:10 p.m. -1:55 p.m.
2:00 p.m.-2:45 p.m.
2:50 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Middle School Schedule
Breakfast
Interventions/Enrichment for
Identified Students
1st period
2nd period
3rd period
4th period
Lunch
5th period
6th period
7th period
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High School A/B Block Schedule
A-Day: 1st-4th Blocks
B-Day:5th-8th Blocks

7:00 a.m.-7:50 a.m.
8:05 a.m.-9:35 a.m.
9:39 a.m.-11:09 a.m.
11:10 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
1:04 p.m. -2:19 p.m.
2:23 p.m.-3:38 p.m.

Breakfast
1st Block/5th Block
2nd Block/6th Block
Literacy Focus(Identified Students)

Lunch
3rd Block/7th Block
4th Block/8th Block

Assessment
 Secondary assessments will be in the form of both formative and
summative.
o

Formative Assessment: Formative assessment data for
secondary students will be collected through iReady, Certica,
and Canvas platforms.

o

Summative Assessment: Summative assessment data will be
collected in the spring. Students will participate in the
Mississippi Academic Assessment Program, which includes 6-8
English Language Arts, 6-8 Mathematics, 8th Grade Science,
Algebra I, English II, Biology I, and US History. High school
students will also be assessed via the American College Testing
(ACT.

Additional High School Considerations




Due to the large numbers of seniors who need Geometry along with English III and
English IV for graduation, CHS will request an MDE waiver to be exempt from
offering SREB Math and SREB Literacy for 2020-2021 school year.
CHS will not offer AP courses this school year in order to lower our class sizes for US
History when we return to school face-to-face.
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Considerations for Special Populations
English Learners
 Teachers and interventionists will determine individual student
needs and provide instructional supports and accommodations to
address those needs.
 Teachers and interventionists will provide instructional
opportunities utilizing online and/or web-based programs that
were previously being used with EL students.
 Teachers and interventionists may provide "hard copy"
educational activities for students to engage in at home either
through USPS or by delivery to home address.
 Students will receive additional learning programs to
provide differentiated opportunities to EL students to access
remotely as determined by student progress.
 Schools will use MDE adopted WIDA standards for language
acquisition and the Can-Do-Descriptors.
Special Education Students
 Special Education staff members will engage in a professional
development on August 13th to learn best practices for
specialized instruction in a "distance learning" format and next
steps regarding the provision of FAPE, Special Education, and
Related Services.
 Special Education teachers, paraprofessionals, and Related
Service providers will make direct contact with parents by
September 4th to schedule a virtual or telephonic IEP meeting.
Direct contact will be made with students and/or parents on a biweekly basis thereafter.
 Special Education teachers will collaborate with Individualized
Education Program (IEP) committee members including General
Education teachers, related services providers, administrators,
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and parent/guardians to determine individual student needs and
to
design
and
provide
instructional
supports
and
accommodations to address those needs and maintain
confidentiality and privacy while using a FERPA compliant
platform.
Although some services may not be able to be replicated
virtually, Special Education teachers, General Education
Teachers, and Related Service providers will make every effort to
provide educational benefits utilizing online and/or web-based
programs support and services.
Special Education teachers, General Education teachers, and
Related Service providers may provide "hard copy" educational
activities for students to engage in at home either through USPS
or by parent pick-up.
Special Education teachers, General Education teachers, and
Related Service providers may identify additional learning
programs to provide differentiated opportunities to students to
access remotely as determined by student progress.
All students who have an active 504 plan will be provided with
their accommodations by their General Education teacher.
General Education teachers will provide instructional
opportunities utilizing online and/or web-based programs that
were previously being used by the student.
General Education teachers may provide “hard copy” educational
activities and/or technology devices for students to engage in at
home either through USPS or by parent pick-up.
General Education teachers may identify additional learning
programs and/or resources to provide differentiated opportunities
to 504 students to access remotely as determined by student
progress.
Schools will record attendance for all students who receive
services through the Office of Exceptional Education via the
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district’s two LMS, Google Classroom (Grades Pre-K-5) and
Canvas (Grades 6-12).
 Students who need behavioral supports will receive them via
scheduled conferences using Zoom and/or teleconferencing.

Links to Additional Instructional Resources for All PreK-12 Students
Online Library Resource:
Open Library
Online Calculator Tool:
Calculator.Net
Online Dictionary:
Merriam-Webster

Appropriate Online Behavior
 Students are expected to exhibit appropriate behavior at all
times, including online.
 Students must be fully dressed in clothes that would be
appropriate for school (i.e., clothes that are appropriate on
dress out days). See CPSD’s Student Handbook for attire
guidelines. The handbook can be found here: CPSD's Student
Handbook
 Students’ background environment must be non-distracting.
We encourage parents to identify a space that is quiet and free
from other household movement.
 Parents are prohibited from interrupting instruction, asking
questions during the lesson, or disturbing the learning
environment in any way.
 Just as if we were in school traditionally, students’
inappropriate behavior may result in suspension or expulsion
from school.
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Other Considerations
Safety
 In an effort to protect the health and safety of our community,
only district employees will be allowed to freely travel in and
out of buildings.
 Parent/Teacher conferences will be held via phone or Zoom.
 Field trips, awards ceremonies, parties, and other celebrations
have been suspended for the 2020-2021 school year unless
conducted online.
 Staff meetings will be held via Zoom or Google Meet.
 Staff will be required to wear masks/face-coverings at all times.
 Students must wear masks at breakfast and lunch pick-up
points.
 Frequent handwashing will be encouraged and expected
throughout the day for all staff of CPSD. Additionally, students
will be encouraged to practice frequent handwashing as part of
their daily routines even though they will not be physically
present. CDC guidelines recommend washing with soap and
water for at least 20 seconds.
 Custodians will implement enhanced safety protocols for
cleaning and disinfecting surfaces and areas.
Child Nutrition
 Students who desire meals will receive breakfast and lunch at
identified bus stops each day. Students must wear masks while
receiving breakfast and lunch.
 Students who are disorderly or violate the district’s policies on
student behavior are subject to disciplinary action.
 Parents are encouraged to identify an older sibling or other
school-aged relative to escort small children to the breakfast
and lunch stops.
 School Resource Officers (SROs) and the Chief of Security will
float among breakfast and lunch stops.
 Instruction will be paused district-wide from 11:30 a.m.-1:00
p.m.
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 Parents who are not home during the day are encouraged to
monitor their children’s whereabouts during the lunch break
and ensure that they have logged on for instruction to resume
at 1:00.

Students’ Emotional Health
The volume of information in the media and elsewhere about COVID-19
can cause concern for parents and students. Here are some tips to help
address your family’s social and emotional needs:
 Parents are encouraged to share age-appropriate information
with students and correct misinformation.
 Reassure children that they are safe and that adults are
working to keep them safe.
 Emphasize ways that children and families can be “germbusters” and reduce the spread of illness.
 Try to keep routines as normal as possible.
 Try to limit the amount of exposure to television and social
media regarding COVID-19.
 Our schools are thoughtfully planning how to support all
students’ mental and emotional well-being.
 Students will receive emotional support from their school’s
guidance counselor as needed.

Guidelines for Identifying COVID-19 Symptoms
One or More of the Following
Symptoms
 Fever (100.4 or above)
 Trouble breathing or shortness
of breath
 Loss of taste or smell

Two or More of the Following
Symptoms
 Sore throat
 Chills
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Muscle aches
New or worsening cough
Nausea
Diarrhea
Runny nose

Procedures for an Employee Who Exhibits Symptoms of
COVID-19







 All areas used by a person who is sick will be cleaned and
disinfected before further use according to CDC guidelines,
which includes waiting 24 hours to disinfect (or as long as
possible).
 An employee who exhibits symptoms must get tested and share
test results with his or her principal who will then notify the
district’s superintendent and assistant superintendent.
 The school or district will report any case of COVID-19 to other
staff if they have had close contact with another staff member
who has tested positive.
 An employee who is 14 days past the onset of symptoms (or test
date if no symptoms) and has been fever free for 24 hours may
return to work if he or she meets both of the following criteria:
o It has been 14 calendar days since symptoms began and
o Has been cleared by a physician
 An employee who exhibited symptoms (but was not exposed)
may return to work with clearance from his or her physician.
 An employee who has been exposed to another person who has
tested positive with COVID-19 must follow the criteria below:
o Quarantine for 14 calendar days after the last exposure
o Monitor symptoms of COVID-19
An employee who tests positive cannot return to work until
cleared by a doctor.
In the event that an outbreak occurs within the district among
staff, the superintendent will make a determination regarding
closures and/or quarantines. An outbreak is defined by the
Mississippi Department of Health as more than 3 cases in a group
within 14 days.
Employees who need to be away from work due to illness or
personal reasons will use accrued sick or personal leave. A
supervisor must approve personal leave.
Employees who request leave under the guidelines of the Family
First Coronavirus Response Act must contact Human Resources
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and provide necessary documentation according to the reasons
outlined in the Act.

Important COVID-19 Terminology
Quarantine- This is used to separate people who are in close contact
with someone with a contagious disease, such as COVID-19, from others
for a period of time (14 calendar days for COVID-19) to see if they
become sick.
Isolation- The act of remaining at home or a place where a person was
told to isolate and avoid contact with other people until their isolation is
over. Isolation is recommended for those who are sick with symptoms of
COVID-19 and have tested positive or are waiting on results of a test.
Close Contact- This is defined as being within 6 feet of someone who
tested positive for COVID-19 for at least several minutes (at least 15
minutes or greater.
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“Together, We
Can Do This!”
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